[bookmark: _GoBack]Hereby I am talking about the online conference held by International Association for Cross Cultural Psychology (IACCP), namely 25th. International Congress of the International Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology.
The mentioned conference was fully virtual due to COVID-19 pandemic that is still effective. The conference held between 27th and 31st of July, 2021 on the event management platform named ‘ Whova’.  It was not a conference on a specific field of research rather was a combination that gathers various fields together. Some of them were, included but not limited to; climate change, ethnicity and gender, cognition-emotion and motivation, political themes and teaching cross-cultural psychology across the globe. However, the main theme of the conference was the dynamics of identities and communications around the world. Indeed, the motto for the conference was ‘Where is my home?’ Mostly researchers that are working in the cross-cultural field were encouraged to attend and present their ongoing or finalized studies. I will talk about my own experiences in two main topics; scientific/academic and social.
I presented on very last day of the conference, 31st of July. I had two studies that were accepted for the conference under the sub-theme ‘cognition, emotion and motivation’. The first one was named ‘Attachment and Prejudice towards Syrian Immigrants: The Role of Security Schema Activation’  and the second one was named ‘Feminist Identification, Inclusive Victim Consciousness, and Supporting Outgroups’. While the latter study was finalized, we still have an ongoing data collection for the second part of the former study. When I checked the program, it was clear that they classified each seminar sessions according to similarity of research topics. I presented my study within a session where 8 other colleagues held their presentations too. Most of the presenters  had a background in cross-cultural psychology. Thus, as I was going through my old knowledge on psychology with different topics of other presenters, I also had the chance to hear about recent developments in cross-cultural psychology and how exactly various types of research has been handled within this field. What is more I totally believe that with the feedback I got from other attendees on timing and major points of my two studies , I had the chance to add on my presentation skills and develop my research to make it even stronger. It was really great to present individuals with different backgrounds around the world since I had to be clearer about the theoretical part as they might hear about the very specific phenomenon /theory for the very first time. What is more, I also get the opportunity to broaden my perspective on methodology thanks to other presenters. And again, this conference was really about presentation skills besides sharing scientific info.
In terms of social point, of course I had the chance to meet with various scholars both national and international from different universities since there were 150+ attendees as presenters (with the audience the whole event hosted nearly 1500 individuals). This was a great opportunity to form new and broad research communities. What is more, in terms of technical aspect of the event, that was the very first time that I met with the platform called ‘Whova’ and I can easily say that, Whova was really successful regarding holding the congress for 5 days straight. The software was easy to understand and use. I can securely say that the congress, beyond anything else, let me gain information about a recent virtual conference platform. I did not have a hard time because of the language since the congress was totally in English. Before concluding I need to say that the mentioned congress and Whova provided all the attendees the opportunity to network quickly and easily. I totally believe, 25th IACCP congress enriched my PhD journey in any ways that might be considered.
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