A short statement about my professional experiences at the supported event
First, my ambiguous purpose of visit to Japan was to attend ICC2019 TOKYO conference because of Educational opportunities. No matter how experienced I am at my topics as everyone can learn and working in their topics as well. However, the educational aspect of a conference can exposes you to new ways of conducting your studies and help you to discover how to be more productive.
Secondly, I am very hard worker and initiative, willing to learn, can be driven through challenges and very eagerly looking to get the opportunity to join in a place where I can improve my skills and get interaction with multi cultures environment and It helped me to expand network, and some fruitful discussions. Along with improvement, such ideas will give me chance to prove my capability and qualification to be very good team player and adding value to the future studies implementation as a PHD student.
Additionally, for young researchers, it is an opportunity to find the research group/professor with whom he can continue his or her work as a post doc, research associate etc. For example, during this event I had the opportunity to meet personally colleagues from the Polish Institute of Geodesy and Cartography, who are involved in activities related to the same research theme. we kept in contact after the conference and began to arrange a visit of me to the Institute and other institutions related to the cartographic works for blind and partially impaired people. During our exchange of messages, the agreed on the period between November 30 and December 20, 2019, to realize the visit. The most important part from here is she liked my research topics and she sent the invitation letter to me to participate the training in Poland. She talked with the Director of the Institute of Geodesy and Cartography. He welcomed the idea of my coming to their Institute so as ELTE PHD student will go there to expand and explain my ideas research there as well. I truly consider that this visit will significantly contribute to the PhD research developed by me and it will constitute a very valuable and useful experience for me and to my department as well. This event supported me to find international partner to develop my thesis. 

Furthermore, some conference proceedings are indexed in search engines, so it is the best way to publish your results fast. For Example, I was participating in the “Cartography for specific users” Joint ICA Workshop. I was pleased when informed me that my submission entitled “Experience School Maps for Partially Impaired Children in Erbil Kurdistan” was accepted for oral presentation in the event. After that, I Joint the workshop and I present my articles there. Also, I was so happy that t another article published there. The  below link will get you my second article (http://icaworkshop2019.elte.hu/docs/proceedings.pdf). I got the excellence certificate from them as an ELTE PHD student. This was another advantage for that event. 
Thirdly, my interested topic titled “The newest solutions in using cartography for blind and partially impaired People in Kurdistan” Due to the big problems nowadays in my countries such as Iraq generally and North Iraq especially.  So, I tried to manage this risk by using new technologies such as GIS. I feel that my professional knowledge coupled with my personal interests make me a suitable candidate for that opportunity. I was excited by the possibility to present my project in a different culture and diverse team.  In the last one year I have been presenting the results obtained in the different stages of my research, participating in different national and international events. I also participated in the 29th International Cartographic Conference organized by the International Cartographic Association in Tokyo, Japan between the 15th and 20th of July 2019. In that event I had an oral presentation of my paper entitled “Testing Maps for Visually Impaired People in Kurdistan” in the „Maps for the Disabled” session. The research is about Geographical Information System (GIS) to create paper maps which can be transferred onto a touch display where the user can choose different keys and settings (such as color, measurement, etc.) to represent different forms of data. The test was developed in the Iraqi Kurdistan and Erbil, the capital, is taken as a sample city for this purpose. The main purpose was to investigate the extent which low vision people find digital and paper mappings useful. Also, the study explores the existing reasons that non-professionals use or avoid using this technology and compares it with the traditional maps that have been used before. The analysis of the questions given to the participants showed that there is an encouraging result in low vision people using maps soon and they are interested in introducing these maps into school curriculum.
Besides all, Of course it’s great to travel and get the main benefit of conferences it will be an academic holiday and join to the SOCIAL ACTIVITIES according to the International cartographic conference planning. 
Finally, due to the expensive travel cost, no words could possibly express how happy I was when I was informed that I had been chosen and sponsored by ELTE university to receive a scholarship. I would like to thank you for being so generous and sponsoring my education for the Travel grant application 2019 spring school year. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]
ASHNA KAREEM

